


ROSES & CLAY

Witness to the misfortunes of poets and warriors
by Thomas Gouttierre

aves of military jets buzzed
the mud roofrops of Kabul,
The roar was deatening; the
houses in the neighborhood
shook. Afghans rushed into the streets, |
joined them. We all knew. It was a coup.

Shordy thereafter, Radio Kabul confirmed
our fears. Sardar Dacod, Afghanistan’s Red
Prince, so-called because of his links to the
country’s leftist political movements, pro-
claimed himself in charge thar summer’s
morning in 1973, ending Afghanistan’s
CEn tufllt.'s-:ﬂd rrtﬂnarl;hy,

Daood was motivated by revenge; he had
been removed from political power a decade
earlier by Afghanistan’s monarch, Muhammad
Zahir Shah, and other members of the roval
family. The family had aligned itself with
growing numbers of Afghan intellecruals
secking to transform Afghanistan into a
constitutional monarchy. A progressive
constitution was passed in 1964 thar ushered
in parliament, elecrions, and the beginnings
of a national polirical process. Dacod's coup
ended these reformist effores; there has been
no form of representative government in
Afghanistan since.

There followed a series of events thar sent
Afghanistan upon a 29-year, continuous
downward spiral of violence and destruction,
Daood himself was overthrown five vears later
by his Afghan communist allies, The Sovier
Union invaded Afghanistan in 1979, impa-
tient and dissarisfied with the lack of success
the Afghan communists were having in
persuading or subduing a rebellious Afghan
populace.

In what became the last great batde of the
Cold War, the Afghans were aided in their
fight against the Soviet Union by a coalition
pur together by the United States. The Sovier

Union lost; the United States won; bur the
Afghans were the victims, More than a
million Afghans died; a million and a half
were seriously wounded; seven million
became refugees. The social, political, and
material infrastructures of Afghanistan were
destroyed. Yet, the Afghan people were
effectively abandoned by their allies. No
Marshall Plan of reconstruction for them.

When the Sovier Union exited Afghanistan
in 1989, it lefr the government of Kabul in
the hands of Najecbullah. The mujahideen,
who had led the Afghans in the struggle
against the Sovier Union, were unwilling to
accept Najeebullah in any post-war govern-
ment; he was overthrown in 1992,
Majeebullah had been my English student for
a period ar Habibia High School in Kabul.
He had a high profile as a lefrise student
activist. Many of his fellow students teasingly
referred 1o him as Najeebl Gow (Najeeb the
Cow). His head and shoulders appeared
disproportionately larger than the rest of his
baody: in Afghanistan, a bovine reference was
used 1o describe such a physical trait, instead
of “elephantine.” He would later claim this
nickname, which he resented, and which
stuck to him throughour his life, was in-
tended to compliment his strong-willed, bull-
like nature.

I remember Najeeb as a quiet, sometimes
sullen, but bright student. As an adul, first
as head of Afghanistan’s intelligence forces
during the Soviet occupation, and subse-
quendy, as head of state, he proved o be cruel
and sadistic, responsible for the deaths of tens
of thousands.

After he was overthrown by the mujahideen,
he gained asylum in the U.N. compound in
Kabul, from which he was pulled and hung
unceremoniously on a lightpole by the
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