BIO OF THOMAS R. HUTSON

Thomas R. Hutson returned to the U.S. in January, 2004, after six months on the front lines of the War on Terrorism as the U.S. Department of State Representative for a U.K. Provincial Reconstruction Team for the five northern provinces of Afghanistan.  Describing it as his most fascinating and challenging posting (Afghanistan is the 41st country where he has worked in the past 41 years), he remains deeply involved from the U.S. in the effort to rebuild a stable Afghanistan that will never again harbor those who would train for terror, plan our demise and attack our country. 

Mr. Hutson currently is a Diplomatic Associate at the Center for Afghanistan Studies at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, a consultant to various news media on Afghanistan, and he assists universities and other institutions in applying their expertise in Afghanistan and elsewhere. 

After retiring from the Foreign Service in 1999, Tom has served on short assignments for the State Department in Bangladesh, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Italy, Nigeria, China and Uzbekistan.  When not working for the government as a "re-employed annuitant," he is President and CEO of CONSULTIMATE SECURITY, INC., CONSULTIMATE, LLC, AND CONSULTIMATE international, inc., a nonprofit organization under which operates BESSIE's PEACE -- A Struggle for Her for Disarmament, Nonviolence and Reconciliation, in memory of his daughter, Elizabeth Maren "Bessie" Hutson, who was gunned down by a madman with a shotgun while walking her dogs near her home in Mt. Pleasant, an historic part of Washington, D.C. on March 23, 1993. 

Thomas R. Hutson,, a native of Red Cloud, Nebraska and 1962 graduate of the University of Nebraska, has also served as a member of the observation team for the Russian election won by Vladimir Putin in 2000 and as a member of  the elections observation teams in Bosnia and Kosovo.  Prior to his retirement from the U.S. Foreign Service in 1999, Hutson held diplomatic posts that included Consul General and First Secretary at the U.S. Embassy in Moscow, (1978-1980); Deputy to the Special Representative of the President and Secretary of State for economic reconstruction at the U.S. Embassy in Sarajevo (1997-1998); head of the U.S. Embassy Office in Banja Luka, Republika Srpska (Serbia) (1998) and head of office, Office of the High Representative, in Tuzla, Northeast Bosnia and Herzegovina (1998-1999).  Tom Hutson joined the U.S. Army following his college graduation, taking postings at Ft. Benning, Ga., and Ft. Holabird, Md., where he became an infantry officer and began Combat Intelligence Officer Training. He began learning the Russian language, adding Serbian, Croatian, Bosnian, Mandarin Chinese, Farsi (Persian) and French to his repertoire. He entered the foreign service in 1967 and soon began his diplomatic career as vice consul at the U.S. Embassy in Tehran, Iran. 

