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Daylight Savings Time

Remember to turn your clocks back one hour on Saturday night (1 November).
Special Recognition to Willa Cather Fall Break Trip Participants 
Paul Sather from the Service Learning Academy said that the international student participants couldn't have been harder workers or better ambassadors for their countries, International Studies, and UNO. Thanks to the following students for your participation: Jamshid Ziyakulovich Allabaev, Lulu Ferdous, Yong Ho Jung, Kwang Yeop Lee, Shang Lu, Gilly Niyazova, Holly Samieva, Ahmed Shehata, Kimberley Stuart, and Wei Wei Zhang.
International Student Wins Homecoming Princess
Congratulations to Ayaka Fukuzaki on being selected as Homecoming Princess, the second place. Ayaka is from Japan and is studying International Studies here at UNO.  

Fitness and Wellness Presents 2008 UNO Health Fair

The Health Fair will be at the MBSC Ballroom on 6 November from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This event is for all students, faculty, staff, and UNO family. There will be free screenings, free chair massages, and over 50 vendors. If you would like to sign up for the health screen blood draw ($25) and/or PSA for men ($12), sign up and prepay at the Student Health Center (MBSC – 1st Floor) prior to the Health Fair. The blood draw consists of 40 tests including: cholesterol, diabetes screen, thyroid, kidney, and liver tests. A 12-hour fast, pre-registration, and payment is required for lab work. 
Mav-Rec Wellness Stampede: Self-Defense Class

Emphasis of the class will focus on knowledge and techniques to keep you safe. Wear comfortable clothes and prepare to workout. 

When: Choose one of these four 2-hour classes:

Monday, 3 November 1-3 p.m.

Friday, 14 November 1-3 p.m.

Friday, 5 December 1-3 p.m.

Saturday, 6 December 9-11 a.m.

Location: UNO in HPER 110

Cost: Free for UNO students and Campus Rec. Activity Cardholders; $10 for non-activity cardholders and general public. 

To Register: Stop by HPER 100 or call 554-2539.

Questions: Call Dave at 554-2008.

Co-sponsored by Campus Security, Human Resources, and The Women’s Resource Center. 
U.S. International Education Week: 17-21 November

This year UNO will celebrate through the following events: Photo Contest, Café Internationale, International Cuisine, Marketplace, Study Abroad Exhibits, Bethsaida Tours, a lecture on China, International Education Week Luncheon (by invitation only), a visit to Crestridge Elementary School, and a service learning project at the Open Door Mission. President Clinton established this annual tradition celebrated at schools and universities around the country. We hope you will contribute volunteer time and can attend this year’s activities. There is a link from our main website http://world.unomaha.edu to the daily activities.
International Education Week Volunteering Opportunities  
We hope that you can contribute time and can attend this year's activities. Below are some volunteer opportunities. Please e-mail Jennifer Stahl at jstahl@unomaha.edu to let her know which events you would like volunteer for during International Education Week so that she can connect you with the person in charge of these different events. 

Café Internationale (IS&P Open House) - International student organizations are needed to organize display tables and dress in traditional clothing. Students are also needed to help welcome our guests and to help with set-up and clean-up. The open house is from 2-4 p.m. on Thursday, 20 November with set-up beginning at 1:15. 

Visit Crestridge Elementary School – International students are needed to visit this Omaha Public School where they will meet students and participate in a school-wide assembly. Students are needed to sing, dance, share instrumental music, or share about their country with a large group of children. This will be Monday, 17 November from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. 

Marketplace – International items donated will be sold to raise money for our International Student Emergency Loan Fund. International students may donate items or help with the market Monday, 17 November from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the MBSC South Entrance. 

Study Abroad Information Tables – Volunteers are needed to interact with students interested in studying abroad. On Monday, there will be a table at PKI from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. On Tuesday, there will be a table at the MBSC south entrance from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
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As part of US International Education Week 2008, we will have a photo contest and exhibit.  Any UNO faculty, staff, or student who has been abroad may submit up to 3 photos either 4” x 6” or 8” x 10”.  Photos can include things like scenery, buildings, locations, people, and group pictures.  Photos must be submitted to the International Studies and Programs Office by 6 November.  Please pick up the instructions on how to submit a photo and an entry form in ASH 241, ASH 238, or the UNO Library or download the form from our website.  Winners will be announced at Café Internationale on 20 November.

Cafe Internationale (IS&P Open House) - 20 NOVEMBER

Be sure to stop by for our annual Café Internationale which will be held from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the International Studies Office in ASH 241.
Last Day to Withdraw from a Course with grade of “W” – 7 November

Please meet an international student advisor at least a week before this date if you are considering dropping below full-time.  Remember that it is difficult for students to obtain permission to drop if the reason is not specifically listed on the Reduced Course Load form available in our office or on the website under the downloads at: http://world.unomaha.edu/index.php?page=studentservices 

IMPORTANT SPRING 2009 CLASS REGISTRATION INFORMATION

NOW is the Time to Register for Spring 2009 
Be sure to meet with your academic advisor to discuss your classes for next semester.  The Spring 2009 class schedules can be accessed through E-BRUNO. Remember to check E-BRUNO for any registration holds and for your registration time. E-BRUNO: https://ebruno.unomaha.edu/login.html. 

Registration dates for Spring 09 are listed below.
Graduates – 3 November

Seniors – 5 November

Juniors – 7 November

Sophomores – 11 November

Freshman – 13 November 

Open Registration – 17 November
Registration Holds – Be Sure to Check E-BRUNO
Be sure to check E-BRUNO for registration holds. Possible registration holds may be on your account from Student Health, International Admissions, Student Accounts, Campus Security, or the Library. Please check for registration holds before it is time to register. 
Distance Education Classes
U.S. Immigration regulations require that international students take only one distance education class and have it count towards full-time enrollment during the fall and spring semesters. For example, an undergraduate student enrolled in 12 credit hours can take only one distance education class and have it count toward their required course load. 

Recommended Classes 
English Composition

Have you taken your English Composition classes yet? Most undergraduate programs require that you complete English Composition and a "third writing course."  Some graduate programs even require that international students complete ENGL-1150. Depending on your placement on the EPPE (English Placement and Proficiency Examination), you'll want to enroll in the appropriate course for the spring.

· ENGL-1090 is designed for English as a second language students.

· ENGL-1100 is also for English as a second language students, but it is more advanced.

· ENGL-1150 is the first semester of college composition; almost all students are required to take this class.

· ENGL-1160 is the second semester of college composition.

Note: ENGL-1154 and ENGL-1164 are the same classes as ENGL-1150 and ENGL-1160. The difference is that these classes take place in computer classrooms.  

Public Speaking Fundamentals

Public speaking is required of all undergraduate students. There are two special sections that international students may be interested in taking. There is usually a section of SPCH 1110 for non-native speakers of English and SPCH 1110-023 is for students who experience excessive fear about public speaking. Permission from the instructor is required prior to enrolling in these special sections. 
First Year Experience (FYE) Courses 
These courses integrate academic content with college success strategies and orientation to college life. They are limited to students who have earned 15 or fewer credit hours, and who have not passed a previous FYE course, BSAD 1500, or University Seminary (US 1010). Exceptions to this policy are possible with permission of the instructor or the Director of New Student Enrollment Services. Students may enroll in only one FYE course, BSAD 1500, or US1010.
Call#
 Dept/Course/Section
Name of Course
Day
Time
 Hrs.
Instructors


11089
ENGL 1150-008       
English Composition I
MWF       
10-10:50
4
Heermann

11110
ENGL 1154-001
English Composition I
MTWR
10-10:50
4
Christensen  

11111
ENGL 1154-002
English Composition I
MTWR
11-11:50
4
Christensen 


12919
SPCH 1110-016
Public Speaking Fundamentals
MTWR
1-1:50
4
Rempfer 

______________________________________________________________________

Transportation Service for Shopping

The Global Diplomats are willing to provide transportation for shopping by carpooling with their own cars. Transportation would be provided from the University Village clubhouse or Capitol Court each week on Sundays at 5:00 pm. If you would like transportation on Sunday, please sign up in ASH 241 at the front desk by 4:30 p.m. on Friday so that we can give the Global Diplomats your name and if you will be at the University Village Clubhouse or Capitol Court. 

December Graduates:  Apply for Optional Practical Training (OPT)                         
If you are interested in doing one year of Optional Practical Training (OPT) in your field of study after graduation this December, now is the time to apply for OPT. OPT is a benefit for F-1 students upon graduation who have been lawfully enrolled on a full-time basis for one full academic year. A job offer is not required at the time of application. Students that are eligible for OPT can be approved for 12 months of OPT. You must complete your OPT within 14 months after graduation.  Applications may be filed before graduation or within the 60 day grace period following completion of studies. Applying at least three months before you plan to start working is also a good idea. Remember that the Nebraska Service Center’s processing time is about 3 months. Work cannot begin until the EAD card for OPT has been received. Apply Now!

Scholarship Opportunity for Graduate Female Students

International Studies and Programs (IS&P) will nominate 1-2 graduate female international students for the P.E.O International Peace Scholarship for the 2009/2010 academic year. The scholarship will only be considered for students who have a full year of graduate course work remaining for the 2009/2010 academic year. The maximum scholarship for 2009/2010 is $10,000. Part of the application process involves signing a promise to return to your home country after completing your degree. If you would like to be considered as a nominee for this scholarship, please submit a 1-2 page essay double spaced to the front desk staff in ASH 241 by 5:00 p.m. on 5 November. The essay should include an explanation of your financial need, any financial aid or scholarships that you are already receiving, how you will use your degree professionally in your home country after graduation, your degree program, and expected graduation date. Final scholarship selection is made by PEO and not all nominees will receive funding. 
Student Loans for Indian Citizens Studying in the USA

Credila Financial Services is an India based student loan lender. Students must be currently enrolled in the U.S. and have parents in India who can be the co-borrower of the loan. Visit www.credila.com for more information. 
Upcoming Dates – From Academic Calendar

7 November – Last day to withdraw from any class with a grade of “W”

27 November – Thanksgiving Day (No classes 26 – 28; offices closed 27-28)

15-19 December – Finals

19 December – Graduation Ceremony

23 December – Last day UNO offices are open before holiday closedown

5 January – UNO offices open after the holiday closedown

12 January – Spring semester begins

Thanksgiving Holiday 

Note that UNO offices will be closed 27-28 November.  No classes will be held 26-28 November.  Check unowhatsup.unomaha.edu for more specific information about building hours.  

If you are planning to travel outside of Omaha, remember that the interstate is often closed because of ice and snow.  Because of quick changes in weather, we recommend air-travel during the winter months.  If you must travel by car, be sure to check the forecast frequently and avoid nighttime travel.  

International Studies and Programs Website: 
http://world.unomaha.edu

Our website has much information for new and current international students. You may access forms used in our office, our newsletters, and information on topics of interest to international students.  Please refer to the Legal Matter’s Information and to the list of F-1 SEVIS Responsibilities to be sure to follow important immigration regulations. 

Events on Campus and in the Community

Please visit UNO’s What’s Up, the Campus News Source for Students at http://www.unomaha.edu/uac/unowhatsup and take part in some of the activities on campus. Remember that you can attend many UNO events free with a Student ID. For more information about other events in the community, see http://www.omaha.com and http://omaha.cox.net.  

Remember that our office (ASH 241) is open from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday for any questions or concerns you might have.  In a serious emergency, you may also call our 24-hour emergency cell phone at 402-639-2901 or UNO Campus Security at 402-554-2648.    






