The Annual Third World Conference
The early years – 1977 through 1980

Co-founders Carl Camp, Political Science, University of Nebraska-Omaha, and George Chung, Political Science, University of Nebraska-Omaha, remained chairs through the 1980 conference and produced a strong foundation for the conference as it is today.
The Omaha Hilton was the first conference venue.  
Conference registration was $8 in 1977; $10 in 1978; $15 in 1979; and $23 in 1980.  
Conference highlight was Strategic Air Command (SAC) tours and briefings.
Joint conferences were held in 1978, 1979, and 1980 with Returned Peace Corps Volunteers.

Highlights of the 80s (1982–1989) 

The name changes – twice!
The National Conference on the Third World (1982)
The National Third World Studies Conference (1983 – 1989)
The conference did not convene in 1981.  In 1982 it returned with a new name.
Thomas Gouttierre, International Studies & Programs, University of Nebraska-Omaha,  began chairing in 1983 and has continued in that position ever since.  Co-chairs in the 80s included Daniel Boamah-Wiafe, Black Studies, University of Nebraska-Omaha; Carole Larson, Library, University of Nebraska-Omaha; Peter Suzuki,  Urban Studies, University of Nebraska-Omaha; and Thomas Tollman, Library, University of Nebraska-Omaha.
Red Lion Inn became the new conference venue; 1n 1983, the Peter Kiewit Conference Center (PKCC) became conference headquarters and continued to host all conference events through 1999.

Conference registration moved from $32 in 1982 to $69 in 1989.  

Joint conferences were held in 1982 with The Conference on International Agribusiness and in 1983 with the National Association of Foreign Student Affairs (NAFSA)

The National Third World Studies Conference

1990 - 1999 

Conference co-chairs, in addition to Dean Gouttierre, were James Armitage and Magda Peck, University of Nebraska Medical Center; William Blizek, Religion, and Rory Conces,  Philosophy, University of Nebraska-Omaha..

Conference fees continued to increase, from $79.00 in 1990 to $129.00 1n 1999.
Multiple names for the New Millenium

The Annual Third World Studies Conference (2000 – 2003)

The Global Strategic Studies Conference (2004)
(formerly known as the Third World Studies Conference)

The Global Studies Conference- Latin America, Africa, Asia, and the Middle East (2005 - present)

Conference co-chairs, Thomas Gouttierre, International Studies & Programs, University of Nebraska-Omaha, and Rory Conces,  Philosophy, University of Nebraska-Omaha have chaired all conferences from 2000 – to the present.

The Sheraton Aquila Court was conference venue in 2000; from 2001 – 2004, the Thompson Alumni Center on the University of Nebraska-Omaha campus; from 2005 to the present, the Milo Bail Student Center on the campus of the University of Nebraska-Omaha.

 Conference Speakers Throughout the Years
1978
Donald Woods, South African editor and journalist – Biko,  Apartheid and the 
Crisis in South Africa
1979
Charles W Maynes, Assistant Secretary of State for International Organization 
Affairs, US Department of State - US Foreign Policy and the Non-Aligned 
Movement after the Havana Conference

1983 
Theodore L. Eliot, Jr., Dean of Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 
University - The US, the USSR, and the Third World.


Jose Villanueva, President, University of the City of Manila - ASEAN 
Complementation: A Regional Cooperation for Development
1984
The Honorable Ejaz Azim, Pakastani Ambassador to the United States - The 
World’s Largest Refugee Problem: The Afghans in Pakistan

1985
Robert Oakley, US. State Department Director of Counter-Terrorism and 
former Ambassador to Somali and Zaire - Terrorism and the Third World

1986
The Honorable Michael H. Armacost, Undersecretary of State for Political 
Affairs, U.S. Foreign Policy 
1987
Harold Saunders, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Architect of Camp 
David Agreement and Shuttle Diplomacy - The US as a Global Power in a 
Developing World

1988
Jay Morris, Deputy Administrator of AID -  The Direction of US Assistance to the 
Third World in the 1990s

Oleg M Derkovskiy, Counselor of Embassy, Embassy of Soviet Socialist 
Republics - Glasnost, Perestroika, and the Third World

1989
Duk-Choong Kim,  Cofounder and Past President, Daewoo Corporation - U.S.-
East Asian Trade Issues and the Newly Industrializing Countries in the Third 
World Economy

Richard W. Carlson, Director, the Voice of America - The Role of Information: 
VOA’s Effectiveness n International News: Focus on Events in China
1990
The Honorable Winston Lord, US Ambassador to the People’s Republic of 
China - 1985-1989 - Events of the Summer of 1989.


Andre Tsbenko, Third Secretary for the Soviet Embassy - Soviet/Third World 
Relations.

1991
Phyllis Oakley, Assistant Secretary of State for Intelligence and Research


Philippe Biberson - Medicin Sans Frontieres

1992
Adetokunbo O Lucas, Professor of International Health at Harvard School of 
Public Health - Health Transitions: Threat to the Third World

1993
John Stremlau, Depudy Director - Policy Planning Staff, US Department of 
State - NAFTA

Sylvia Guendelman, UC Berkeley School of Public Health - Women’s Work and Women’s Health on the US-Mexico Border: The Effects of Assembly Plant Employment

1994
Dith Pran, photojournalist, New York Times - Surviving the Killing Fields

1995
Guillermo Soberon, President Elect, Fundacion Mexicana Para Salud - Health 
and the Economy: Focus on Mexico



Sergio Ramirez, Nicaraguan Vice President 1984 – 1990, Chair of Sandinista 
caucus in Nicaragua’s National Assembly - Change in Central America


John Maisto, US Ambassador to Nicaragua - North/South Relations

1996
Owens Wiwa, Human Rights Activist and Environmentalist, 
Environmentalism and Human Rights in Nigeria

Jin Young Kim, Partners in Health - New World Order & the Health of the 
Poor

Arthur H Hughes, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of Near Eastern 
Affairs
1997
Marian B. Awwad, Chief of Development and Human Rights Section  
1998
George Azar, author and photojournalist - Experiences in Beirut, Baghdad, 
Tehran, Jerusalem, and Damascus


Peter Tomsen, Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs - 
American Foreign Policy in East Asia, Russia, Central and South Asia
1999
Mark Fritz, Pulitzer Prize Winner, Associated Press, Images of War

2000
Igor Davidovic, Ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the United States - 
Interventionism: Humanitarian and non-Humanitarian

Maleeha Lodhi, Ambassador of Pakistan to the United States - U.S. Pakistan 
Relations.
2001
Fatos Tarifa, Ambassador of Albania to the United States - Making Sense of the 
Balkans: Past, Present, and Future

John O Voll, Professor Islamic History, Center for Muslim-Christian 
Understanding, Georgetown University - Barbie Dolls and Terrorists: Muslim 
Movements in a Globalized World

2002
O Faruk Logoglu, Ambassador of Turkey to the United States - Turkey’s Role in 
NATO, OSCE, and other European-centered Institutions

Tony Kandiero, Ambassador of Malawi to the United States

2003
Ivan Vujacic, Ambassador of Serbia and Montenegro to the United States - 
Transition from Authoritarianism to Democracy
2004
Ghaleb Darabya, Counselor for Political land Congressional Affairs, Palestinian 
Mission to the United States - Can Democracy Precede Freedom?

Robert Schwartz, Director of Political and Media Affairs, Consulate General of 
Israel to the Midwest - The Challenge of Terrorism to Democracy and Economic 
Development

Charlotte Ponticelli, Senior Coordinator, International Women’s Issues, US 
Department of State - U.S. Commitment to Afghan and Iraqi Women: 
Partnerships for Peace and Prosperity for All

2005
Lloyd Axworthy, President and Vice Chancellor University of Winnipeg, 
Special UN Envoy Ethiopia and Eritrea - An African Enigma: Ethiopia and 
Eritrea

2006
His Majesty Prince Reza Shah Pahlavi of Iran - Iran: Past, Present, and 
Future

